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THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL IS JANUARY 18, 2010 (011810), IT°S TIME TO RENEW.



When a scout is not a Scout

| wanted to thank the Postal
Service for the 44¢ Scouting
stamp to be issued in 2010.

While the
stampavoids
specifically
honoring the
100th an-
niversary of
the found-
ing of the
Boy Scouts
of America,
nonetheless
it is a Scout-
ing stamp.
Ilsn’t it?

SCOUTING

The United States
Postal Service will is-
sue this 44¢ Scouting But when

stamp in 2010. | looked at

the stamp design, it is obvious
that the scout in the design is
not a Boy Scout.

Boy Scouis wear a necker-
chief with a sliding clasp with
the tails in the front. The scout
in the stamp design is wearing a
bandanna tied around his neck
with the tails in the back, as
can be clearly seen in the larger
background silhouette.

Boy Scouts wear brown shirts,
Cub Scouts wear blue or brown
shirts, Sea Scouts wear blue shirts,
and Venture Scouts wear green
shirts. None of the Boy Scout divi-
sions wear a red shirt, as is worn
by the scout in the design.
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[ BRI R TR AL s 03 AL 5
| # 12345 ABC 1 2345678 m -~’._.:'-
ik 132 S0 THULD ."':-::':l" 5 i L] % ik

IO O 191 AL

SEE AD ON PAGE 34 FOR DETAILS

Also, where is the rest of the
patrol? No Boy Scout is to go off
alone as this one has done.

Considering the close rela-
tionship between the Postal
Service and Scouting over the
past 100 years, | think that the
Postal Service could have done
a much better job with the de-
sign of this stamp.

Greg Tant
Hayesville, N.C.

| have some questions about
the Scouting stamp.

Why? Acommemorative stamp
should commemorate some-
thing: achievement, existence,
success. The proposed Scout-
ing issue doesn't commemorate
anything. Neither the centennial
of Boy Scouts of America nor the
organizational name are men-
tioned on the stamp.

Who? Who is sitting on the
mountain top? Who is in silhou-
ette with binoculars? | have de-
cided that it is me, even though |
haven’t been dead for five years
yet. | can wear a nonspecific
hat. | can wear a bandana. It
might be a Boy Scout — I'm
pretty certain it isn’t a Girl Scout
— but it doesn’t say. So it might
be me or Kit Carson. It just says
“Scouting.” Scouting the fron-
tier or scouting for a bargain,
the stamp doesn’t say in either
inscription or design.

Huh? Why waste the time of
the designer, the Postal Service,
and the collector on this totally
generic noncommorative?

Issues that dare not speak the
name of what they purport to
commemorate say to the world
that we as a stamp produc-
ing entity have nothing to say.
Stamps should be about some-
thing in order for the hobby to
stand for something.

Philip Shore
Asheboro, N.C.

The 44¢ Scouting stamp ap-
pears to follow the Postal
Service’s recent trend of com-
memorating an organization’s
anniversary without directly ref-
erencing it. Other stamps in the
same category include the 37¢
Candy Hearts stamp (Scott 3833)

for the Necco Co., the 39¢ Love:
Hershey's Kiss stamp (4122) for
the Hershey Co., and the 44c¢
Pansies in a Basket stamp to be
issued in 2010 (for the 100th an-
niversary of the Hallmark Co.).

What a relief it is to know that
there will be a stamp honoring the
centennial of scouting in America.

The spectacular stamp design
hearkens back to a 1908 cover
of Baden-Powell’'s Scouting for
Boys, which was reused as the
cover image of a Boy Scouts of
America price list dated 1911.
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The cover design of Scouting for Boys by
Lt. Gen. Robert Baden-Powell.

The 2010 stamp design suc-
cessfully translates and updates
that exploration theme to a
modern American setting.

Tom Broadhead
Knoxville, Tenn.

| was pleased to see the de-
sign of the 44¢ Scouting stamp
to be issued in 2010 even though
it bears no inscription specific to
our Boy Scouts of America.

| wonder where | could find out
what other designs were proposed.

The design of this stamp looks
more like the dictionary defini-
tion of scouting as opposed to
anything specifically related to
the Boy Scouts.

Robert Burger
Saginaw, Minn.

READERS’ OPINIONS

Linn’'s U.S. Stamp Yearbook
series, published each year
since 1983, frequently shows
proposed stamp designs that
were not used. Publication of
the Yearbook for the stamps of
2009 is planned for the second
half of 2010.
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