


22 LINN'S STAMP NEWS NOVEMBER 7, 1994 

United States domestic airmail postal cards 
The history of United 

States domestic airmail postal 
cards spans only 26 years, 
one of the briefest periods of 
all U.S. postal stationery cat­
egories. Between 1949 and 

Airmails 
By Dan Barber 

1975 the United States issued 
10 domestic airmail postal 
cards for six domestic airmail 
rates. 

America's bald eagle dom­
inated the designs of these 
cards, with seven of the 10 
cards bearing various stylized 
renditions of the bird. How­
ever, between 1949 and 1974, 
the bald eagle design evolved 
into something that looked 
less like a bird and more like 
modem poster art. 

marked in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Jan. 26, 1949, this is an ex­
ample of the first month of 
usage of the card and the 
rate. 

This card, and the 4¢ rate. 

postal card. While the domes­
tic airmail postcard rate of 4¢ 
went into effect Jan. 1, 1949, 
this 4¢ card was not released 
until Jan. 10. 

I've never seen a U.S. do-

Figure 1. This 4¢ Eagle in Flight card, released 10 days 
after the first United States domestic airmail postcard rate 
took effect, was the first U.S. domestic airmail postal card. 
The card and rate it paid lasted nine and one-half years. 

Figure 1 shows the first lasted nearly nine and one- mestic airmail postcard with 
U.S. domestic airmail postal half years, longer than any 4¢ in stamps dated between 
card, Scott UXCI. Post- other U.S. domestic airmail Jan. 2 and Jan. 9, 1949, 

though some first-day-of-rate 
cards are known canceled 
Jan. 1. 

The 4¢ Eagle in Flight is 
the most plentiful of all U.S. 
domestic airmail postal cards, 
with slightly more than 100 
million printed. Its history 
also includes two major vari­
eties: a color specimen in 
deep red instead of orange 
red, and a pronounced 
cracked plate flaw variety. 

No U.S. airmail postal card 
generated as much public in­
terest as the 6¢ Boy Scout 
World Jamboree card, shown 
in Figure 2. This example 
was postmarked in Monterey 
Park, Calif., Dec. 26, 1967, 
only a few weeks before the 
domestic airmail postcard rate 
was increased to 8¢. 

During the summer of 
1967, Postmaster General 
Lawrence F. O'Brien re­
ceived thousands of inquiries 
from the world over, all won­
dering why the host country 

was not issuing a stamp to 
commemorate the gathering 
of the Boy Scouts at Farragut 
State Park in Idaho. 

O'Brien's decision to re­
lease a domestic airmail post­
al card on Aug. 4, 1967, 
calmed the storm of protest. 
But a few critics maintained 
the United States should have 

issued an international airmail 
postal card for the conve­
nience of the estimated 
20,000 Boy Scouts who at­
tended from nearly I na­
tions. 

What makes the Figure 2 
card so unusual is that it had 
the shortest rate life of any 
U.S. domestic airmail postal 
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Figure 2. The most short-lived U.S. domestic airmail post­
al card, this 6¢ Boy Scout World Jamboree card was 
issued Aug. 4, 1967. The rate increased to 8¢ Jan. 7, 1968, 
which gave the card a working life of about five months. 



Domestic Airmail Postal Cards and Rates 
Date Rate Domestic Airmail Postal Card Scott FDOI 
01/01/49 4¢ 

4¢ orange Eagle in Flight postal card UXC1 01/10/49 
5¢ red Eagle in Flight postal card UXC2 07/31/58 

08/01/58 5¢ 
5¢ redrawn red Eagle in Flight postal card UXC3 06/18/60 

01/07/63 6¢ 
6¢ precanceled red Eagle in Flight postal card UXC4 02/15/63 
6¢ Virgin Islands postal card UXC6 03/31 /67 
6¢ Boy Scout World Jamboree postal card UXC7 08/04/67 

01/07/68 8¢ 
8¢ precanceled Stylized Eagle postal card UXC9 03/01/68 
9¢ precanceled Stylized Eagle postal card UXC10 05/15/71 

05/16/71 9¢ 
9¢ Grand Canyon postal card UXCl2 06/29/72 
11 ¢ Stylized Eagle postal card UXC14 01/04/74 

03/02/74 11¢ 
10/11/75 END OF DOMESTIC AIRMAIL RATES* 

* - Although it was a creation necessitated by U.S. Post Office Department bookkeeping rather than an operating 
rate, a 14¢ domestic airmail postcard rate was reinstituted Dec. 31, 1975, and endured until May 1, 1977. No postal 
cards were issued for this service, and even cards with stamps paying this rate are rare, and possibly non-existent. 

Figure 3. This chart summarizes U.S. domestic airmail postcard rates and postal cards. 

card, from Aug. 4, 1967, to thank for the example shown and May 1, 1977, after the 
Jan. 7, 1968, when the rate in Figure 2. U.S. domestic airmail rate 
was increased to 8¢. To put the history of U.S. had ended Oct. 11, 1975, this 

The 6¢ Boy Scout World domestic airmail postal cards 14¢ rate was little known and 
Jamboree card is one of the into perspective, the table in infrequently used, and no 
toughest U.S. airmail postal Figure 3 ought to help. new postal cards were issued 
cards to find with a proper While there was a domes- for it. 
date, and I have dealer Kirk tic airmail postcard rate of The 6¢ Virgin Islands and 
S. Wolford of California to 14¢ between Dec. 31, 1975, 6¢ Boy Scout World Jambo-

ree cards of 1967 had rate 
lives of less than a year, and 
properly dated specimens are 
not easy to find. 

However, the Scott Spe­
cialized Catalogue of United 
States Stamps gives a slightly 
higher price to used examples 
of the 1972 9¢ Grand Can­
yon card, although it was 
available for about 19 
months, longer than the Vir­
gin Islands and Boy Scout 
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cards. 
The 9¢ Grand Canyon card 

was simply not used often 
enough during 1972 and 1973 
for used quantities to be 
plentiful today. It also had 
the lowest printing quantity 
of any domestic airmail post­
al card, with only about 41/2 
million issued. 

With only IO U.S. domes­
tic airmail postal cards, it 
would not seem to be much 

of a challenge to obtain a 
complete collection of this 
U.S. aerophilatelic specialty. 

But, even with the help of 
friends like Wolford, it took 
me several years to complete 
my collection. 

Some people love a chal­
lenge. That's why I'm look­
ing for domestic airmail post­
al cards with special services, 
like registered, special deliv­
ery or certified fees. 
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