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Juliette Low, scout leader 
Juliette Gordon Low was 

the daughter of a prominent 
Georgia family. She was edu­
cated at private schools in 
Virginia and New York City. 

In 1886, she married Wit-
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liam W. Low, and the two di­
vided their time between the 
United States and England. 

While she was in England, 
Low met the Boer War hero, 
Sir Robert Baden-Powell, 
who, in 1907, founded the 
Boy Scouts in England. 
Baden-Powell's sister had 
founded a similar organiza­
tion, Girl Guides. 

Low became interested in 
this organization and orga­
nized several Girl Guide 
companies in Scotland. 

On March 12, 1912, in Sa­
vannah, Ga., Low held the 

first meeting of a group of 
girls on a tennis court at her 
home and called them the 
Girl Guides of America. A 
year later, the name changed 
to Girl Scouts. 

Juliette McGill Kinzie 
Gordon Low 

Scott 974 
Born: Oct. 31, 1860, Savan­

nah, Ga. 
Died:Jan. 17, 1927, Savan­

nah, Ga. 

Low contributed her time 
and money to the new organ­
ization and was its national 
president until 1920. She re­
ceived the title of founder. 

Membership grew rapidly. 
Within three years, the or-

ganization counted 5,000 
members. Its headquarters, 
established in Washington, 
D.C., was changed perma­
nently in 1916 to New York 
City. 

By 1927, the membership 
of Girl Scouts grew to more 
than 140,000. Since then, 
more than 52 million girls 
and adults have participated 
in this world's largest volun­
tary organization. 

In 1950, Congress granted 
to the Girl Scouts a charter, 
which protects the scout uni­
form, insignia and program, 
and defines the responsibili­
ties of the group. 

Girl Scouts are divided into 
four age group levels: 
Brownie, Junior, Cadette and 
Senior. 

Today, nearly 90 nations 
participate in scouting 
through membership in the 
World Association of Girl 
Guides and Girl Scouts. 

Juliette Low is pictured on 
a 3¢ stamp issued in 1948. ■ 
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