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Double Print On

Portuguese Scout

A double impression error has
been found in the low value mem-
ber of the Portuguese Scout com-
memorative (Scott No. 885) by
specialist Wilbur Kattner of Fort
Worth, Texas.

Two copies of the errors were
found by him as he was sorting
through the contents of a mixture
that had been soaked from the
paper. One of these, bearing the
capitals “GTF” from the canceller
is illustrated. The other copy con-
tains even less of the cancellation;
no letters or figures appear. Mr.
Kattner, founder of the Internation-
al Society for Portuguese Philate-
ly, has gone through his stock, but
has found no other examples.

Inquiries made to members of
the ISPP and to dealers in the
U.S.A. and in Portugal have dis-
closed no knowledge of more than
the two copies.

Both impressions are equally
strong, the second being offset
about one-third of a millimeter to
the right of the first. Since the off-
set is the same in both copies it is
inferred that they both come from
the same sheet.

All the Scout commemoratives
were printed in sheets of 50 by off-
set at the Casa da Moeda, the Por-
tuguese mint. Twelve million copies
of the 20c value were printed. Thus
if the error were printed over an
entire sheet of 50, a collector
would expect to look through 240,
000 examples to find one copy of
the error.

In view of the fact that only used

copies are known, it is surmised
that the stamps were used non-
philatelically. = What collector
would knowingly use such an error
for ordinary postage? Thus the
chances are great that most or all
of the remaining 48 stamps in the
sheet are lost to philately.

However, Mr. Kattner feels that
he should endeavor to establish
whether other copies are in very
fine to extremely fine condition.

The reason is that had either
copy suffered a heavy cancellation,
the double impression might have
been overlooked. To the unaided
eye the legend has a blurred ap-
pearance which might be attributed
tc an ink smear in a heavily can-
celled example, or it might even
be completely obliterated if the
cancellation were a heavy one.

In the event that no other copies
of the double impression are found,
the error will be one of the rarest
both in the Scout Topical area and
in Portuguese philately.

Those who know of additional
copies or who can cast any light
upon the uncertainties in the pro-
duction and the use of the stamps
are invited to write Mr. Kattner
directly or in care of Linn’s.
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Scout Error Still
Ranks As Unique

Wilbur Kattner

It has been over a year since the
double impression of the 20c value
of the 1962 Scout commemorative
of Portugal (Scott 885a) was first
announced. (Fig. 1)

Since that time the discover has
received extensive publicity and
collectors have been encouraged to
study the duplicates and stocks
available to them for varieties.

Many of my customers and
members of the ISPP, as well as
collectors of the Scout Topic and
numerous general collectors, have
sought this elusive stamp.

In every instance the reports by
letter, from all over the world, by
word of mouth at local and nation-
al meetings, such as the APS con-
vention in Denver, the result has
been the same.

Both collectors and dealers have
sought the variety, but to no avail.

This does not assure that one or
more will not turn up, but it at
least indicates that the postulated
scarcity is a valid one, and that
it is one of the great rarities in
the Portuguese realm and among
the stamps which belong in the
Scouting topical.
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