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Share Your Discoveries 
Portugal Scout Double Impression 

A. P. S. member Wilbur Kattner of Fort Worth, 
Texas, a Portuguese and Colonies specialist, reports the 
discovery of a double impression on the low value 
of the Scout Stamp set of Portugal (Scott #885). The 
discovery was made while he was sorting a mixture 
of used Portuguese stamps. 

Kattner pens: "The variety consists of a double im· 
pression of the legend appearing on three sides of the 
stamp's border. The second impression, which is equal 
in strength to that of the prime impression, is offset to 
the right about 0.3mm. 

"At first glance the commemorative legend seems to 
be blurred, but careful examination under a glass re· 
veals, as is shown in the illustration, the true nature 
of the double impression. Twelve million copies of the 
20c. value of the set were printed by offset in sheets 
of 50 in the Casa da Moeda, the Portuguese mint. 

"Only two stamps are known. However, if a full 
sheet of the error was produced, a collector would have 
one chance of finding an example in looking through 
240,000 copies. Since both copies are used, it is sur· 
mised that the entire sheet must have been used com· 
mercially. It thus seems likely that most of the copies, 
if not all the remaining 48, have been lost to philately. 
Preliminary inquiries among dealers and specialists in 
this country and in Portugal have disclosed no other 
copies of the error in the 20c value, or in any other 
value of the set of six. 

"There is no clue as to the city in which the errors 
were mailed. The illustrated stamp is the only one 
bearing any portion of the data on the canceler, the 
letters, "GTF." The other error owned by this writer 
has only a small portion of the outer circle of the can· 
cellation, and no letters or numbers from the cancella
tion appear on the stamp. 

"Fellow members who may be able to deduce the 
town indicated by the illustrated portion of the cancel· 
lation, or have the good fortune to discover one of 
the errors, are invited to correspond with the writer at 
3128 Tanglewood Trail, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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