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Scouts on Stamps 
Tony Manson 

tony.manson@sympatico.ca 
 

Canadian Girl Guide 1960 FDC - An Interesting Usage 
Article first printed in SOSSI Journal, July 2019.  Reprinted with permission. 

Every once in a while you find an example of an interesting usage of a scout 
or guide cover.  The one shown below is one of those, and has an added 
feature of being a First Day Cover for the 1960 Girl Guide stamp. 

It has two of the new 
Girl Guide stamps 
since it is addressed 
overseas mail to 
Trinidad.  They are 
cancelled in Richmond, 
Quebec on April 20, 
1960, the day of issue of 
those stamps.  It is a 
blue Air Letter and has 
this typed in the top left 
corner “First Day 
Cover per Air Mail”, 
along with an Air Mail 
sticker. 

It is addressed to: Miss Idonea R.B.Nourse,;  Passenger on S.S. “Sunadele”,  
Saguenay Shipping Ltd;  (Loading Bauxite);  Chaguaramas, Trinidad, British 
West Indies 

Why the sender added “(Loading Bauxite)” I’m not too sure.  They then 
typed in the bottom left corner “(Due about Apr 25) HOLD FOR 
ARRIVAL.”.  If this was mailed on April 20, and the ship was due in on April 
25, the post office wouldn’t have much of a chance to hold it, while the letter 
made its way from Quebec to Trinidad.  There was no indication of when 
the letter did arrive. 

The Saguenay River runs 150 miles north from the St. Lawrence River, near 
Quebec City.  At the north part of the river is the town of Arvida which had 
a large Aluminum Company of Canada (Alcan) smelting facility.  They were 
dependent on getting bauxite ore which contains a high aluminum content.  
Over time they built large shipping companies (Saguenay Terminals and 
Saguenay Shipping Ltd) to travel the world for this ore and at one time they 
owned 12 ships and chartered another 61.  The “Sunadele” was one of their 
chartered ones.  It had a DWT tonnage of 6327 and room for 12 passengers 
… including, in this case, Miss Idonea Nourse! 
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